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DESCRIPTION: You are invited to participate in a research study about how people 
experience and think about technology, including artificial intelligence, and how these 
experiences may relate to religion and spirituality. If you agree to participate, you may be 
asked to take part in a conversation or interview about your experiences and perspectives 
on these topics. The interview may be formal or informal and may take place in person, 
by phone, or online. With your permission, the interview may be audio or video recorded 
to assist with accurate transcription and analysis. If you do not wish to be audio or video 
recorded, you may still participate in the study. 
 
With your permission, researchers may also observe you or the activities around you in 
relevant field settings, such as conferences, events, houses of worship, or other sites 
related to the study. These observations may include researchers taking handwritten or 
typed field notes. If researchers would like to connect observations about you with your 
interview or other information you provide, they will ask for your permission. 
 
With your permission, researchers may also collect records, including photos or videos, 
of relevant spaces, artifacts, activities, rituals, or other materials to better contextualize 
your interview or the field setting. Researchers may also ask your permission to 
photograph or video record you, or an artifact, activity, or ritual associated with you. You 
may decline to be photographed or video recorded and still participate in other parts of 
the study. Researchers may also take photographs or videos of spaces or group activities 
where individuals are not identifiable. If someone is incidentally captured in a 
photograph or video and has not given permission to be photographed or video recorded, 
researchers will, when possible, delete the image or recording, take another version 
without identifiable individuals, or remove identifying information, such as by blurring 
faces or other identifying features. 
 
Recordings, photographs, videos, field notes, and other study materials will be used for 
research purposes only. Identifiable recordings, photographs, or videos will not be 
publicly shared without your additional explicit permission. Study materials will be 
stored securely. Identifiable audio and video recordings will be deleted within one year 
after the completion of the study. 
 
TIME INVOLVEMENT: Your participation will take approximately 45–90 minutes for 
an interview. If you participate in multiple sessions, total participation time will not 
exceed approximately 12 hours over the course of the study. Observation or field-based 
participation, if applicable, may occur during events or activities you are already 
attending or participating in. 
 
RISKS AND BENEFITS:  
The risks associated with this study are minimal. Some questions may involve personal 
beliefs, religious or spiritual experiences, experiences with technology or artificial 
intelligence, workplace or community experiences, mental health, loneliness, grief, 
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distress, or other sensitive topics. These questions could cause discomfort. You may skip 
any question or stop participation at any time. 
 
There is also a possible risk of loss of confidentiality. If information you share were 
disclosed outside the research context, it could create social, reputational, professional, 
employability, or community-related harms. For example, others might react negatively 
to information about your religious or spiritual beliefs, your experiences with artificial 
intelligence, your workplace or community experiences, or other personal matters. 
 
The research team will take steps to reduce these risks. Study data will be stored securely, 
in compliance with Stanford University standards. Researchers will conduct interviews or 
conversations in private or semi-private settings when possible, limit the collection of 
identifying information, and de-identify notes, transcripts, publications, and presentations 
by default unless you give explicit permission to be identified. You may decline to 
answer any question, decline to be recorded or photographed, or stop participating at any 
time. 
 
The benefits which may reasonably be expected to result from this study are primarily 
societal, namely that this research may contribute to broader understanding of how 
people engage with emerging technologies. We cannot and do not guarantee or 
promise that you will receive any benefits from this study. 
 
PAYMENTS: You will not receive payment for your participation.  
 
PARTICIPANT’S RIGHTS: If you have read this form and have decided to participate 
in this project, please understand your participation is voluntary and you have the right 
to withdraw your consent or discontinue participation at any time without penalty 
or loss of benefits to which you are otherwise entitled. The alternative is not to 
participate. You have the right to refuse to answer particular questions. The results of 
this research study may be presented at scientific or professional meetings or published in 
scientific journals. Your individual privacy will be maintained in all published and 
written data resulting from the study. In accordance with scientific norms, the data from 
this study may be used or shared with other researchers for future research (after 
removing personally identifying information) without additional consent from you. 
 
PROTECTION OF YOUR PERSONAL DATA (GDPR): 
 
We will collect your personal data for this study, including data related to your health 
and/or other sensitive personal data as described in this consent form. We refer to this 
data as “Your Study Data.” Any Study Data from this research that is conducted in the 
European Union/European Economic Area (EU/EEA) will be collected, stored, used, and 
shared (processed) as required by the EU/EEA law known as the General Data Protection 
Regulation (“GDPR”). Your Study Data may be processed for the following reasons 
(purposes): 
• to carry out and confirm the accuracy of the study; 
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• to help us monitor and ensure that the study is following research best practices; 
• to make required reports to domestic and foreign regulatory agencies and 
government officials who have a duty to monitor and oversee studies like this one; and, 
• to follow applicable laws and regulations, including requirements that data from 
this study, without information that could directly identify you, be made available to 
other researchers not affiliated with the study sponsor or the study team. For example, 
regulatory authorities in some countries may require that Your Study Data, without 
information that could directly identify you, be made publicly available on the internet or 
in other ways, to make research data more widely available to other researchers. 
The following persons and organizations may process Your Study Data for the purposes 
listed above: 
• the study team, including other people who, and organizations that, assist the 
study team: 

 ○         Ari Kelman  
 ○         Michelle Bao 
 ○         Parth Sarin  
            ○         Hana Spahia 

 
• the ethics committee or institutional review board that approved this study; and 
• domestic and foreign regulatory agencies and government officials who have a 
duty to monitor or oversee studies like this one. 
 
We may conduct the study in the United States and other countries where the laws do not 
protect your privacy to the same extent as the laws in the country where you live (reside). 
Your Study Data may be transferred to these countries for the purposes described above. 
We will take reasonable steps to protect your privacy, consistent with applicable laws. 
For example, where appropriate, we enter into data transfer agreements with standard 
contractual clauses approved by European authorities that provide certain terms and 
conditions on how Your Data can be used and shared. These data transfer agreements 
help ensure Your Study Data is adequately protected. 
 
Your rights and data retention: The GDPR gives you certain rights with regard to Your 
Study Data, including the right to: (1) request access to, correct, or erase Your Study 
Data, (2) object to or restrict our processing of Your Study Data, and (3) request that we 
move, copy or transfer Your Study Data to another organization. To make any such 
requests, please contact the Principal Investigator at aykelman@stanford.edu. 
You may also withdraw your consent at any time. If you withdraw your consent or 
request Your Study Data be erased, we can still legally collect, use and share Your Study 
Data up to the point in time that you withdraw your consent or request your data be 
erased. Even if you withdraw your consent, we may still use Your Study Data that has 
been anonymized by removing any data that identifies you. We may also use and share 
Your Study Data that has been pseudonymized by removing your name and certain other 
identifiers so that the data does not directly identify you, where permitted by law. Your 
anonymized or pseudonymized data may be used for purposes of: (a) public health (e.g., 
ensuring the high quality and safety of health care and/or of medical drugs or devices), 
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(b) scientific or historical research or statistical analysis as allowed by the EU or EU 
Member State laws, and (c) saving or storing for important reasons of public interest. We 
will keep Your Study Data in identifiable form if required by law. 
There is no limit on the length of time we will keep Your Study Data for this research 
because it may be analyzed for many years. We will also keep your Study Data to follow 
our legal and regulatory requirements. We will keep it as long as it is useful, unless you 
decide you no longer want to take part. You are allowing access to this information 
indefinitely as long as you do not withdraw your consent. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION:  
Questions: If you have any questions, concerns or complaints about this research, its 
procedures, risks and benefits, contact the Protocol Director, Ari Y Kelman, 
aykelman@stanford.edu, (650) 723-0792.  
 
Independent Contact: If you are not satisfied with how this study is being conducted, or 
if you have any concerns, complaints, or general questions about the research or your 
rights as a participant, please contact the Stanford Institutional Review Board (IRB) to 
speak to someone independent of the research team at 650-723-2480 or toll free at 1-866-
680-2906, or email at irbnonmed@stanford.edu. 
 
With your permission, the interview or conversation will be audio recorded. If you 
do not wish to be audio recorded, please indicate this to the researcher. You may still 
participate without being audio recorded. 
 
With your permission, the interview or conversation will be video recorded. If you 
do not wish to be video recorded, please indicate this to the researcher. You may still 
participate without being video recorded. 
 
With your permission, researchers may take field notes during or after an interview, 
conversation, observation, or field visit. These notes may be used for research 
purposes. If researchers would like to connect observations about you with your 
interview or other information you provide, they will ask for your permission. 
 
With your permission, researchers may photograph or video record you, or 
artifacts, activities, rituals, or spaces associated with your participation. If you do not 
wish to be photographed or video recorded, please indicate this to the researcher. You 
may still participate in other parts of the study. 
 
Researchers may also photograph or video record spaces, events, artifacts, rituals, 
or group activities where individuals are not identifiable. If someone is incidentally 
captured in a photograph or video and has not given permission to be photographed or 
video recorded, researchers will, when possible, delete the image or recording, take 
another version without identifiable individuals, or remove identifying information, such 
as by blurring faces or other identifying features. 
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With your permission, identifiable recordings, photographs, or videos from this 
study may be used for research presentations or educational purposes. If you do not 
agree with this, please indicate this to the researcher. Identifiable recordings, 
photographs, or videos will not be publicly shared without your additional explicit 
permission. 
 
Please save or print a copy of this page for your records. 
You consent to the collection, use and transfer of Your Study Data, which includes 
health and other sensitive personal data, for the purpose of carrying out the 
research study and know that you can withdraw your consent at any time, and we 
will stop processing your personal data, except as described above. 
 
If you agree to participate in this research, please indicate this to the researcher.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


